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Synopsis: 

 

Pagliacci, ACT 1 

Under the bright noon sun, an acting troupe arrives in a small town in Calabria. Canio, along with his 
wife Nedda, and two other actors, Beppe and Tonio, exit their carts and greet the crowds. Canio, head of 
the troupe, invites everyone to that night's show. In return, he and the cast are invited to the tavern for a 
few drinks. Canio and Beppe accept, but Tonio and Nedda decline. One of the villagers makes a joke that 
Tonio is only staying behind to seduce Nedda. All of a sudden, Canio becomes very serious and rebukes 

him. While his character, Pagliacci, in the play may act foolish, in real life, Canio is no fool. After the 
moment of tension passes, Canio and Beppe head to the tavern with the villagers. 

Nedda, is alone and overwhelmed with concern that her husband will find out about her unfaithfulness. 
She has been having a secret affair for quite some time now. Her nerves are calmed by the sounds of a 

lovely song bird. She eventually joins the bird in song and and sings about her freedom. Taking notice of 
her solitude carefree spirit, Tonio takes the opportunity to confess his love for her. Thinking he is in 

character, she happily plays along until she realizes he is serious. Denying his advances, she picks up a 
nearby bullwhip and frightens him away. Moments later, her lover, Silvio arrives from the tavern where 
he left Canio and Beppe, who were still drinking. Silvio begs for her to elope with him after the night's 
performance. At first, Nedda refuses. But when, Silvio gets angry, she finally agrees to run away with 
him. Tonio, who has been eavesdropping the entire time, runs to the tavern to get Canio. When they 

return, Canio hears Nedda singing about her elopement and he chases her lover away.  

Canio, unable to see the man's face, demands to know the name of her lover, but Nedda refuses. He 
threatens her with a nearby dagger, but Beppe talks him out of it and suggests they get ready for the 
performance. Tonio tells Canio not to worry, for surely, her lover will be at the play. Canio, now alone, 

sings the opera's most famous aria, the melancholy "Vesti la giubba" (Put on your costume). 

 



Pagliacci, ACT 2 

Before the start of the play, Nedda dressed as her character, Colombina, takes money from the ticket 
buyers. The fervent crowd impatiently waits for the play to begin. The play nearly mirrors the real lives of 

the characters: 

Colombina's husband, Pagliacci, is away. Underneath her window, her lover Arlechino (played by Beppe) 
serenades her. During his song, Taddeo returns from the market and confesses his love to her. She 

laughs as she helps Arlechino in through the window. Arlechino shoos him away as the crowd laughs. 
Arlechino gives her a sleeping potion. He tells her to give it to Pagliacci that night so she can run away 
with him and elope. She happily agrees. They are interrupted by Taddeo when he bursts into the room 

warning them that Pagliacci has become suspicious, and is about to return. Arlechino makes his escape 
out the window when Pagliacci enters the room. When Colombina delivers the same line Canio heard her 
say in real life hours before the play, he is reminded of the pain she has caused him and he demands to 
know the name of her lover. As to not break character and bring Canio back into the play, Colombina 
calls him refers to his stage name, Pagliacci. He answers that the white paint on his face is in fact not 

makeup, but is colorless because of the pain and shame she has brought to him.  

The crowd, moved by his life-like emotions, bursts into applause. Nedda tries again to bring him back 
into character, and confesses that she has been visited by Arlechino, a very nice young man. Canio, 

unable to return to the play, demands to know the name of her lover yet again. Finally, Nedda breaks 
character by swearing to never say her lover's name. The audience is now aware that the events taking 
place before them are, in fact, real, and Silvio pushes his way to the stage. Canio, driven mad by her 

adultery, stabs Nedda with a nearby knife. As she dies, she calls out to Silvio for help. The moment he 
steps onto the stage, Canio stabs him too. As they lay lifeless on the stage floor, Canio delivers one of 

opera's most chilling lines, "The comedy is over." 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Cast: 

Brandon Evans as “Canio” 

Kathryn Frady as “Nedda” 

Jesse Stock as “Tonio” 

Ryland Pope as “Sylvio” 

Blayne Ziegenfuss as “Beppe” 

 

 

Chorus/Covers: 

Adia Evans as Female Chorus (Nedda cover) 

Joshua Allen as Male Chorus (Beppe cover) 

Kathryn Shepas as Chorus 

 

 

Conductor: 

Logan Campbell 

 

Production Staff: 

Executive Director: Kathryn Frady 

Managing Director: Brandon J. Gibson 

Admin Director:  Kayla Beard 

Stage Manager:  Kate Shepas 

Costumes:   Aaron Chvatal 

Makeup:    Marya Barry 

Rehearsal Pianists: Dustin Lin/Brandon Coffer 

 

 

Orchestra: 

Violin 1:  Hunter Wilbum 

Violin 2:  Clara Elizabeth Prinston 

Viola:   Shelley Armer 

Cello:   Abbie Fields 

Bass:   Daniel Shiflet 

Piano:  Brandon Coffer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Brandon Evans, tenor 

Hometown: Palm Harbor, Florida 

Current City: Sarasota, Florida 

Opera Companies: Opera Orlando, Indianapolis Opera, 
St. Petersburg Opera, Marble City Opera, Midwest 
Institute of Opera, Brevard Opera Center 

Symphonies: Port Charlotte Orchestra 

 

Kathryn Frady, soprano 

Hometown: Plano, TX 

Current City: Knoxville, Tennessee 

Opera Companies: New Orleans Opera; Opera Carolina; 

Wichita Grand Opera; Knoxville Opera; Cleveland Opera 
Theater; Marble City Opera; Diversita Opera Company, 
Dallas; Opera in the City Festival, London; Everybody 

Can! Opera, London; Meditteranean Opera Festival, 
Sicily; Pierre Cardin Theater, Paris 

Symphonies: Chattanooga Symphony, Knoxville 
Symphony, Helena Symphony, Oak Ridge Philharmonia  
 

Ryland Pope, baritone 

Hometown: Harlan, KY 

Current City: Harlan, KY 

Opera Companies: Knoxville Opera, Highland Light 
Opera, The Staunton Music Festival  

 
*Marble City Opera debut 

 

 

Blayne Ziegenfuss, tenor 

Hometown: Hendersonville, NC 

Current City: Knoxville, TN 

Opera Companies: UNCG Opera Theatre, Greensboro 
Opera, Knoxville Opera, Marble City Opera 

Symphonies: Knoxville Choral Society 

*Marble City Opera debut 
 

Jesse Stock, Baritone 

Hometown: Bennett, Iowa  

Current City: Des Moines, Iowa  

Opera Companies: Des Moines Metro Opera, St. 
Petersburg Opera, Knoxville Opera, Savannah Voice 
Festival, Opera Fayetteville, Spotlight on Opera  

Symphonies: Symphony of Northwest Arkansas, 
Mercersburg Community Orchestra  

*Marble City Opera debut 
 
 

Adia Evans, soprano 

Hometown: Baltimore, MD 

Current City: Knoxville, TN 

Recent Credits: Laetitia in Old Maid and the Thief (UTOT) 
Adina in L'elisir d'amore (UTOT) Patience 

in Patience (University of Maryland OperaTerps) 

Symphonies: University of Maryland Symphony Orchestra 

 
 
 

 



Joshua Taylor Allen, tenor 

Hometown: Hickory, NC  

Current City: Knoxville, TN  

Opera Companies: University of Tennessee Opera 

Theater, Marble City Opera, Knoxville Opera 
 
Kathryn Shepas, soprano 

Hometown: Youngstown, OH  

Current City: Knoxville, TN 

Opera Companies: Marble City Opera, Knoxville Opera, 

Chicago Summer Opera  

Stage Management: Marble City Opera and VolOpera 

 

Logan Campbell, Conductor 

Opera Companies: Marble City Opera, University of 
Tennessee Theater, Knoxville Opera  

Symphonies: Knoxville Symphony Youth Orchestra 

Association, Knoxville Symphony Orchestra, Scruffy City 
Orchestra, Morristown Community Orchestra, and 

Brevard Philharmonic, University of Tennessee 
Symphony, UT Opera Orchestra, UT Chamber Orchestra, 
VolOpera. 
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Join us for our 2020/21 Season! 

*Each show will be presented with both an in-person AND an online viewing option* 

“Winterreise” by Franz Schubert 

November 6 & 7, 2020 

 

“A Soldier’s Tale” by Ramuz/Stravinsky 

February 7, 2021 

*presented as a part of the KSO season 

 

“Royal Flush” by Frank Pesci 

March 11-13, 2021 

*World Premiere 

 

“Tosca” by Giacomo Puccini 

June 3-5, 2021 

The specifics of each show are tentatively set at this time with respectful regard to the ongoing COVID-
19 pandemic. 

Follow us online for the most up to date information: 

www.MarbleCityOpera.com 

Facebook.com/MarbleCityOpera 

Twitter.com/MarbleCityOpera 

Instagram.com/MarbleCityOpera 

http://www.marblecityopera.com/

